
 
 

Real Estate News and More from Maryland’s Eastern Shore 
 
The Sounds of Summer…  
 

I admit I like living in a small town where things stay 

pretty quiet most of the time.   During the winter we 

hunker down inside our house, watch football, and pay 

very little attention to the world outside our front door.  

But when summertime rolls in there is nothing sweeter 

to me than an evening sitting on the screen porch 

sipping wine, listening to bicycle bells, the distant 

guitar music from the restaurant down the street, the 

sprinkler next door, and the rolling laughter of families, 

friends, and neighbors coming together for dinner on 

their decks.   
 

I guess we are pretty lucky on the Eastern Shore 

because many of our communities are still “small-town” 

in nature.  Most have a ball field where the Little 

Leaguers play every Friday night, many have a 

Farmer’s Market on Saturday, and quite a few offer an 

“all-you-can-eat” pancake breakfast on Sunday that will 

hold you through the week.   Often times we come 

home at the end of the workday to find ripe, just-picked 

tomatoes and zucchini on our porch, and sometimes 

even a plate of homemade chocolate chip cookies (my 

wife’s favorite!)  If a neighbor is away for a week or so 

when its dry, someone usually stops by to water the 

garden, and on the flip side the forecast of a big 

thunderstorm is an excuse to bring a bottle of wine to 

that same neighbor’s house when they get home and 

watch the light show.  If a fence needs building, you can 

guarantee there is a crew of people ready and willing to 

help, and the ice cream social in the town park is one of 

the best attended events of the year.   
 

Some people might say that it is intrusive and even 

annoying when the sounds of summer enter their 

backyards.  Some people may not enjoy that cup of 

coffee shared across a fence, and some may prefer to 

never open up their back door to a neighbor wanting to 

trade a bunch of fresh cut flowers for a cup of sugar.  

And that’s fine – life should be what you want to make 

of it.  But as for me, I’ll spend the next few months 

soaking up the soundtrack of summer, and being 

thankful that I can hear every line.   
 

----------------------- 
 

Summer is the time when one sheds one's tensions with 

one's clothes, and the right kind of day is jeweled balm 

for the battered spirit. A few of those days and you can 

become drunk with the belief that all's right with the 

world. 
 

-- Ada Louise Huxtable 

 This Just In… 
 

Congress has extended the home buyer credit to include 

any closings through September 30, 2010 provided that 

a binding contract was signed by April 30, 2010.  The 

credit for first-time homebuyers is $8,000; for 

homeowners who have lived in their old home for a 

five-year consecutive period during the eight-year 

period ending on the purchase date of their new home 

the credit is $6,500.  (See the Spring issue of the Hale 

Hotsheet at www.haleproperty.com  for more 

information on the Home Buyers Credit.) 
 

If you are thinking about taking advantage of the federal 

government’s Cash for Appliances program, which 

gives rebates of $50 - $500 for swapping old appliances 

with more efficient models, do it sooner rather than 

later.  The incentives, which are administered through 

the states, are generally rewarded on a first-come, first-

served basis, and many programs have already closed.   

However, if that is the case in your area, you may still 

be able to get cash back from the programs offered by 

local utility companies or sponsored by the state.  And 

then there is the Cash for Caulkers bill which has been 

passed by the House and may soon become law.  This 

bill offers rebates for a variety of energy saving 

projects.  To find out what programs are currently 

available to you visit:  www.energysavers.gov; 

www.energystar.gov; or www.dsireusa.org.  
 

Headlines toward the end of June noted that sales of 

previously owned U.S. homes unexpectedly fell in May.  

Purchases of existing homes, tabulated when a contract 

closes, decreased by 2.2 percent according to 

Bloomberg  News.  However, a little deeper dig into the 

numbers shows purchases increased by 18% over May, 

2009, and the median price increased 2.7% for the same 

period.  In addition, the number of previously owned 

homes on the market dropped by 3.4%.  So what’s the 

real story?  Well, one reason for the drop in sales may 

be due to a delay in processing contracts from the surge 

of buyers in April trying to qualify for the tax credit 

(see above).  And there may be a cooling off period 

ahead as buyers and sellers try to gauge what will 

happen with interest rates, and the economy in general. 

In other words, the verdict is not yet in.  Stay tuned.   

 
 

 

http://www.haleproperty.com/
http://www.energysavers.gov/financial
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.dsireusa.org/


 

 

The Eastern Shore of Maryland is a destination spot  

for boaters, and Oxford is proud to have seven 

boatyards/marinas.  Three of these boatyards are run 

by Tom and Susan Campbell, so I asked Tom and Susan 

what they would like to share with boaters on the Bay 

this year… 
      

With everyone going and thinking “green”, we thought 

you might want to know about the Maryland Clean 

Marina Certification Program. Through the Maryland 

Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR), the Clean Marina 

Initiative offers marina and boatyard operators, and 

recreational boaters, the opportunity to participate in 

efforts to protect Maryland's natural resources. 
 

The Maryland Clean Marina Initiative recognizes and 

promotes marinas, boatyards and yacht clubs of any size 

that meet legal requirements and voluntarily adopt 

pollution prevention practices.  To date, DNR has 

certified nearly 30 percent of Maryland’s estimated 600 

marinas as Clean Marinas or Clean Marina Partners.  So 

how does the program work? 
 

First you start with a Clean Marina Pledge stating that 

you pledge to do your part to keep Maryland’s 

waterways free of harmful chemicals, excess nutrients 

and debris.  In the pledge the marina/boatyard promises 

to complete the certification within one year.  Then the 

process begins!  A Maryland DNR Clean Marina staff 

comes to your site and performs an evaluation of your 

facility.  The areas that are looked at include: 

 

 Vessel Maintenance and Repair 

 Petroleum Control 

 Emergency Planning 

 Sewage Handling 

 Waste Containment and Disposal 

 Marina Management 

 Stormwater Management 

 Marine Design and Maintenance 

The facility is given points for having best management 

practices in place, helping to educate the public on the 

information, training their staff in these areas, and using 

the best management practices possible to protect the 

Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.  We are proud to 

say that all three of our boatyards in Oxford are Clean 

Marina Certified by the State of Maryland.   

 

  

 

In addition, DNR has recently initiated a Clean  Boater 

Program, which is an outgrowth of the Maryland Clean 

Marina Initiative, and seeks to involve boaters in 

protecting Maryland’s waterways. The Maryland Clean 

Boater Program was launched in 2007 to help boaters 

join the effort to protect our waterways. 
 

The Program provides a Clean Boater Pledge to allow 

boaters to express their commitment to clean boating 

habits, while providing tips and materials to prevent 

marine pollution.  Pledges can be signed on line or 

found at DNR’s regional service centers when 

registering a boat. 
 

For more information about these programs, you can go 

to DNR’s website – 

http://www.dnr.state.md.us/boating/cleanmarina.   
 
Tom and Susan have lived in Oxford for 13 years and 

are the operators of Campbell’s Bachelor Pt. Yacht Co., 

Campbell’s Boatyard @ Jack’s Pt., and Campbell’s 

Town Creek Boatyard.   In addition to their repairs, 

maintenance and marina services, they are known for 

their custom built downeast-style boats, which Tom 

began over 16 years ago. Tom and Susan live in 

Oxford, where they have raised their children, Alan and 

Leigh, who are now in college.  Tom is active in the 

Town, serving on the Board of Port Wardens; and loves 

to sail his sailboat with his crew in the OARS Friday 

night racing series.  Susan is Co-President of the 

Oxford Business Association. They can be reached at 

410/226-0213, by e-mail at info@campbellsboatyards. 

Their website is www.campbellsboatyards.com  
 

-------------------------------- 
 

The Chesapeake Bay is home to an array of boats and 

boaters. There are approximately 212,000 registered 

boats in the State which means everyone needs to be 

aware of their actions out on the water. Reckless boat 

operators can harm other people or property, and they 

take the fun out of boating for others. Learn more 

about courtesy on the water and do your part to make 

Maryland waters enjoyable for all users by visiting 

http://www.dnr.state.md.us/boating/safety/courtesy.asp  
 

For additional helpful boating information visit: 
 

http://www.dnr.state.md.us/fisheries/tides/index.asp 
 

http://www.dnr.state.md.us/boating/ 

 

 
 

Millions of commercial and recreational boaters work and enjoy the water with a great sense of security, thanks to the 

ever watchful eye of the United States Coast Guard.  And, thanks to the Coast Guard Foundation, established in 1969, 

thousands of Coast Guard pilots, rescue swimmers and helmsman can more securely respond to a call knowing there will 

be support for their families if things go badly.  The nonprofit 501(c)(3) foundation provides scholarship and 

humanitarian aid to Coast Guard families of active or missing members.  If you would like to support the effort, please 

visit coastguardfoundation.org or link through at  www.boatingmag.com, an excellent resource for boaters! 
  

http://www.dnr.state.md.us/boating/cleanmarina
http://www.campbellsboatyards.com/
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/boating/safety/courtesy.asp
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/fisheries/tides/index.asp
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/boating/
http://www.boatingmag.com/


 

Residential & Commercial Listings Summer 2010 

 
Two story colonial style home in the heart of Oxford's Historic District, directly across from town park with sunset views 

of the Tred Avon River.  Four bedrooms or three bedrooms plus an office, traditional high ceiling, large eat-in kitchen, 

separate dining room. One car garage/shop at rear of property.  With a little TLC this home will really shine. $375,000 
 

Build the home you always imagined on this stunning 3.5 acre wooded, waterfront property.  Very secluded (but within 

minutes of Easton), with expansive views across the Choptank to deeded conservation land.  In other words – your view 

guaranteed to stay spectacular!  Already perced, and located in the prestigious High Banks community, and, very 

important, not affected by recent Critical Areas legislation.  All it needs is you and a dream!  Motivated Seller - $449,000!  

http://www.realestateshows.com/364653  
 

In Oxford's historic district and directly across from the Hinckley Boatyard, this lovingly restored & upgraded home 

features two bedrooms, two baths, hardwood floors, gas and wood stove, screened porch, and separate, one-bedroom 

guest house.   Price just reduced to $465,000 – this is opportunity knocking! 
 

Private, well-constructed waterfront home on 5.5 acre wooded lot just minutes from Easton proper. Yes it needs updating, 

but it already comes equipped with privacy, plenty of trees, wildlife, wetlands, and incredible water views.  Customize the 

interior to your taste and, voila!, the home of your dreams is ready and waiting. $950,000 
 

At the head of Town Creek in Oxford, this architectural design award winning waterfront home features four bedrooms 

(or three bedrooms plus an office/), open floor plan with heart pine floors, soaring ceilings and windows. Fiber optic 

phones and wireless internet. Boat slip transfers with the property, very low maintenance.  $995,000 
 

Meticulously maintained Cape Cod built by Daffin in 1989.  Formal living room & dining room, paneled study, 1st floor 

master suite w/custom closets, bonus room upstairs. Tidal pond, swimming pool with deck surround, professional 

landscaping & irrigated lawn.  Located in the prestigious Bachelors Point community featuring a deeded deepwater 65 ft. 

boat slip.  Motivated seller.  $1,495,000  http://www.realestateshows.com/413631  
 

Few homes are privileged to have a clear view out the mouth of the Tred Avon, and this home has one of the best! 270 

degree water views. Enjoy spectacular sunsets from the unique 2nd floor living area with open floor plan, fireplace & 

large deck. 1st fl master suite, and 2 car garage. Includes 1/2 interest in adjoining lot and dock with boat slip. $1,600,000 
 

Oxford Commercial: Conveniently located in the heart of the Oxford Historic District, and directly across from the 

Oxford Boatyard and Marina, this nearly 1,000 sq. ft. commercial building with ample parking is available to house your 

business.  Formerly a restaurant (and could be again!) with exhaust hoods in place.  Adjacent commercial property also 

listed for sale – lots of possibilities!  $240,000 
 

Easton Commercial: One acre property with two detached office buildings totaling just under 4,000 square feet of 

rentable space. Larger building completely renovated in 2008, 100% occupancy, plenty of parking, and excellent signage 

on busy street surrounded by new commercial development.  Flexible I-1 zoning; lot size allows for additional coverage.  

Excellent investment opportunity!  Bring offers.  $945,000. Owner is licensed Maryland Real Estate Agent 

 
 

Want more information on these properties or search for all MRIS listed properties on the Eastern Shore?  You can do all 

that and more at www.haleproperty.com.  Because really… 

 

é Why would you want to live anywhere else? 
 

 

 
www.BensonandMangold.com 
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Lovingly referred to as the 

"cutest house in Oxford," 

this historic waterman's 

cottage circa 1880 is fully 

restored & updated within 

the last two years. New 

kitchen, electric, laminate 

and wood floors, windows, 

deck & roof. Newly 

landscaped and sited on an 

oversized lot, this 

comfortable home is just 

around the corner from the 

water and the Hinckley 

boatyard, and is  within 

walking distance of 

marinas, restaurants, shops 

and the Scottish Highland 

Creamery (best ice cream 

ever!).  Large storage shed 

and workshop.  Sold fully 

furnished (with some 

exclusions) Just listed - 

$550,000. 
 

 
  

 

  



 


